
Budget Analyst Services 
RFQ No. 15JPSS19Q0000056, Amendment 2 

 
Question:  
 
I am writing with respect to DOJ Solicitation # 15JPSS19Q0000056, for Budget and Financial Analyst 
Services. We have precisely the kind of past performance and human capital necessary to successfully 
perform the work laid out in the RFQ document in Section II. In Section V, it appears that only past 
performance that has been performed by the offeror as a prime contractor is allowed to be submitted 
for the purposes of evaluating past performance. 
 
Our firm is concerned that this kind of restriction on past performance is unduly restrictive, both as a 
matter of precedent (see Iyabak Construction, LLC B-409196: Feb 6, 2014 and Total Health Resources, B-
403209 October 4, 2019) and also for a simplified acquisition using commercial item procedures. Was 
this restriction something that DOJ was aware of, and if so, is there a particular reason that the 
restriction has been included? We’re wondering what it is that would make any subcontractor 
experience irrelevant with respect to evaluating a suitable vendor to successfully perform the work. Our 
understanding is that FAR Part 12.206 encourages the Government to “consider past performance from 
data from a wide variety of sources both inside and outside the Federal Government in accordance with 
the policies and procedures contained in subpart  9.1 , 13.106 , or subpart  15.3 , as applicable.” 
 
We would very much like to avoid going down the road of a pre-award protest. Instead, we are 
requesting that the Government strongly consider lifting the restriction on past performance such that 
any teaming partner past performance would also be considered. Additionally, we request that the 
required number of past performance examples be reduced from three (3) to one (1), as we think that 
having three prime contracts is also excessive for a Part 13 and 12 procurement. Lastly, if DOJ is willing 
to lift the restrictions on submitting past performance, we also kindly request that the submission 
deadline be extended, given that the current deadline is in just over one week. 
 
We greatly appreciate your time and attention and hope that you’re able to accommodate some, if not 
all, of the suggested amendments we’ve laid out above. We believe that these proposed amendments 
are in the best interest of the Government in terms of allowing for the most cost-effective and time-
effective award decision to be made. 
 
Answer:  
 
Thank you for your inquiry regarding RFQ 15JPSS19Q0000056. As stated in your inquiry, DOJ has 
included past performance as a factor in its best value decision in accordance with FAR part 12.206.  The 
inclusion of past performance in previous similar acquisitions has contributed to DOJ obtaining high-
quality services; therefore, past performance has been included as part of the best value decision for 
this solicitation.  DOJ does not see any undue restrictions with its inclusion of past performance as an 
evaluation factor.   While the solicitation allows an offeror to include a teaming partner, the solicitation 
did not address a vendor’s quoting, as a prime offeror, using references to its past performance as a 
subcontractor.  The solicitation requirements for past performances as stated on page 26 have been 
amended as follows- 
 
Page 26: “Include two (2) past performance contacts for the prime Offeror that were performed as a 
prime or as a subcontractor, not more than one (1) page each in length for relevant projects of similar 
size, scope, and complexity of the requirements contained in this solicitation. All contact information 
provided for services performed as a subcontractor must clearly identify the total award amount and 
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the services required with a clear statement of the subcontractor’s participation by dollar amount of the 
total award amount and detail all subcontractor services performed. Offerors that provide past 
performance information for services performed as a subcontractor must ensure that the Government 
can identify subcontractor participation by dollar amount and services performed as it relates to the 
total contract referenced or the Government reserves the right not to evaluate the past performance 
information provided.   The Government may use questionnaires to illicit past performance information 
from the contacts provided in the areas of Quality, Schedule, Cost, Management, and Regulatory 
Compliance” 


